28	Chap, i—form and construction
Credit-sales Agreements.—It is presumed that the
law to apply to these agreements, unless otherwise
specifically laid down in the Hire-Purchase Act, 1938,
will be the law relating to Sale of Goods, and in particular
the Sale of Goods Act, 1893.
Infants.—An infant is a person under 21 years of age.
By the Common Law the contracts of an infant, except for
necessaries, were voidable at his option, either before or
after attaining his majority, but if not avoided within a
reasonable time after attaining his majority were deemed
to be ratified (m). Now, certain contracts are, by the
Infants Relief Act, 1874 (n), made not merely voidable, but
absolutely void, and further no action may be brought
upon any promise made after full age to pay a debt con-
tracted during infancy, or upon any ratification made after
full age of any promise or contract made during infancy,
whether there is or is not any new consideration for such
promise or ratification after full age (n). Included in the
contracts made absolutely void are contracts " for goods
supplied or to be supplied (other than contracts for
necessaries)/' There appears to be no reported case to
the effect that contracts for goods supplied or to be sup-
plied on simple hiring or hire-purchase terms, are or are
not within the scope of the section, but there would
appear to be no reason either in grammar or good sense
why they should not be within it. It has been decided
that goods given in exchange for other goods are goods
" supplied " within the section (o). Necessaries are de-
fined by section 2 of the Sale of Goods Act, 1893 (f>), as
" goods suitable to the condition of life of such infant (or
minor) and to his actual requirements at the time of the
sale and delivery."
and though it will be observed that the definition is con-
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165, 276 ; Peters v. Fleming (1840), 6 M. & W. 42 ;  28 Digest 167  236
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